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|For 19 Million, There’s No Father Home 

k 

| Poverty, Otf^er^ocial Problems Much More Likely, Report Says 

i By Barbara Vobejda ers ’ and boys without fathers at to contribute as providers, protec- 

| Washington Post staff writer home are much more likely to be- tors and mentors to their children.” 


i 

| The proportion of American chil- 
| dren growing up in homes without a 
| father has quadrupled since 1950, 

# leaving millions of children in neigh- 
| borhoods where most families are 
I headed by women, the Annie E. Ca- 
| sey Foundation said in a report re- 
I leased today. 

1 The foundation reported that in 
1 1994, 24 percent of the nation’s chil- 

* dren, or 19 million, were living in 
! families without fathers present. In 
« 1950, 6 percent of children were liv- 
| ing in mother-only households. 

I In the District of Columbia, more 
I than a third of children are growing 
I up in households where there is no 
| adult male present, and more than 
J two-thirds are in neighborhoods dom- 
| inated by female-headed families. 

S ‘This is a dramatic demographic 
| trend that has significant impact on 
| the lives of these children,” said 
| Douglas Nelson, executive director of 
b the foundation. Not only are children 
llin families without fathers present 
ipuch more likely to be poor, he said, 
but “the time, the emotional support 
provided by a second parent seems to 
also contribute to self-esteem, securi- 
ty and aspiration in children.” 

■ The report said children who 
■grow up without fathers are five 
'times more likely to be poor, twice 
as likely to drop out of high school 
and much more likely to end up in 
foster care or juvenile justice facili- 
ties. Girls who are raised in single- 
parent families are three times more 
likely to become unwed teen moth- 


come incarcerated, unemployed and 
uninvolved with their own children 
when they become fathers. 

The report comes as Congress de- 
cides whether and how to revamp 
the nation’s welfare system, a de- 
bate that has been driven to a large 
extent by concern over how to re- 
duce the number of children bom to 
single mothers. 

But that debate, said Nelson, has 
focused too much on creating incen- 
tives and sanctions for poor mothers 
and too little on the role of fathers. 
He called for social workers and 
agencies, as well as policymakers, to 
include fathers in their efforts to im- 
prove the lives of children. 

The report also urges improved 
educational opportunities, citing the 
deterioration in the economic cir- 
cumstances of young men as an im- 
portant cause of fatherless families. 

Real wages for young men have 
declined rapidly, especially for those 
who have not attended college, mak- 
ing it more difficult for many men to 
support a family. Since 1972, the re- 
port said, median income of men 25 
to 34 has fallen by 26 percent after 
adjustment for inflation. 

For black men who did not finish 
high school, earnings fell by 50 per- 
cent between 1973 and 1989. 

“Almost no one volunteers for 
roles and duties they cannot f ulfill ,” 
the report said. “And the simple 
truth is that disadvantaged young 
men who do not have the examples, 
education or opportunity to succeed 
in today’s economy are not prepared 


Economic conditions as a cause of 
fatherless families have been played 
down by many conservatives, who 
argue instead that the problem 
stems largely from cultural decline 
and disintegrating moral values. 

The Casey Foundation report 
does not dismiss the role of changing 
culture, but it emphasizes the link 
between the inability of many young 
men to earn a living wage and their 
absence from the family. 

That correlation is particularly ev- 
ident in poor neighborhoods. In 
1990, the report said, almost 5 mil- 
lion children were living in neighbor- 
hoods where the majority of work- 
ing-age men had been unemployed 
for most of the year. In the same 
neighborhoods, 45 percent of fairii- j 
lies, or twice the national average, [ 
were without fathers at home. 

The emergence of neighborhoods 
in which fatherless households are j 
the norm creates a setting where 
many children simply do not see fa- 
thers playing a central role in family 
life. Nelson said. And that, he said, 
becomes a powerful influence over 
what children grow to believe is a fa- 
ther’ s role and responsibilities. 

“Kids tend to form images based 
on their experiences,” Nelson said. 
“These patterns become cultural re- 
alities that help children form expec- 
tations about their own adulthood.” 

The Casey Foundation, headquar- 
tered in Baltimore and devoted to is- 
sues affecting disadvantaged chil- 
dren, based its annual “Kids Count” 
report on census and other data. 


